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Southend-on-Sea Borough Council

Civic Centre
Southend-on-Sea

5 June 2019

Dear Sir or Madam,

Councillors Tony Cox, Daniel Nelson, Derek Jarvis, Kevin
Buck and Lesley Salter have submitted a requisition to the
Mayor asking him to call an Extraordinary Meeting of the
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, pursuant to Section 3
of Schedule 12 to the Local Government Act 1972, to
consider and determine the matter set out in Item 3 of the
Agenda set out below.

Notice is hereby given that the Mayor has agreed to call
an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council. You are hereby
summoned to attend this Extraordinary Meeting to be held
in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Southend-on-Sea
on Thursday, 13t June 2019 at 6.30pm, for the purpose
of transacting the business set out below.

A. Griffin
Chief Executive
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To An Extraordinary Meeting of the Council

Notice of Motion 3

Traveller Incursions In The Borough

This Council shares public concern about travellers illegally occupying public open spaces
and other areas in the Borough. Whenever travellers are evicted by the Council from one
site they move on to occupy another available site in the vicinity.

This has been going on for many months at the expense of public funds. The process of
undertaking travellers’ needs assessments, court orders and injunctions is not only costly
and time consuming but also causes a good deal of inconvenience and anxiety to the local
residents. Subsequent cleaning up and securing of the sites after the travellers’ eviction is
achieved at further expense to the taxpayer.

By their very nature, our public open spaces need to remain open and accessible to
residents. Whilst the council uses a number of methods to seek to prevent illegal
encampments on our public open spaces, this is difficult to achieve without stopping
residents from accessing them.

The council therefore seeks to achieve a balance between actively discouraging illegal
encampments and maintaining access for residents from those who are determined to set up
illegal encampments without affecting residents’ nghts of access to their public open

spaces.

A strong partnership approach to illegal encampments on our public open spaces between
the council and the police is required. Police action can speed up the eviction process and
we are dependent on the police service's ability to continue to support us in this way.

This Council therefore resolves that it should:

1. Take a proactive approach and take any additional measures that are required to
secure our public open spaces in the borough by working closely with the business
community, councillors and local residents on cost effective, practical and innovative
solutions that help prevent illegal encampments whilst maintaining access for
residents where possible.

2. Continue to adopt a strong stance in order to permanently prevent travellers from
ilegally occupying public spaces in the future

3. Take measures to improve communication with local residents when unauthorised
encampments do occur, to ensure clear and regular communications that our
councillors distribute to residents where such issues have arisen in their wards.



4. Officers seek through the Courts a borough wide injunction to deter illegal
encampments and ensure their swift removal.
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